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Thee Tale ov thee Green Slime Stripper  
an interview with Sierra Rose by Saint Natas  

with introduct ion  by Soror ZSD23  
  

  

  

II  aamm  rreebboorrnn  ii nn  tthhee  JJaaddee  IIcchhoorr  tt hhaatt   ddrr iippss  ff rr oomm  HHii ss  ff oouull   tt eennttaaccll eess..    

NNoo  lloonnggeerr  aa  ssll aavvee  ii nn  tt hhii ss  pprr iissoonn;;    

II  aamm  AAwwaakkee..  MMyy  ff lleesshh  bbaapptt iizzeedd  wwii tt hh  ssll iimmee    

aanndd  mmyy  eesssseennccee  ppuurr ii ff ii eedd  bbyy  tt hhee  eellddrr ii tt cchh  ggrreeeenn  ff llaammee..    

      ----VVeennggeerr  SSaattaanniiss,,  hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ccuullttooffcctthhuullhhuu..nneett//   

  

 

In the summer of 2009, a video showed up on an NING social network dedicated to the Cthulhu cultus. Running for all of about one 

and a half minutes, it shows a young, attractive, pregnant woman lying on a bedspread. Her hands are modestly cupped over her 

bǊŜŀǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ōŜƭƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ŘǊƛōōƭŜ ƻŦ ŦƭǳƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ άǎƭƛƳŜέ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ {ŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ friendly 

amusement, she repeats a vow fed to her by the videographer. The vow is to consecrate her unborn child to the famed Lovecraftian 

sci-Ŧƛ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ /ǘƘǳƭƘǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΩǎ /ǘƘǳƭƘǳ /ǳƭǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƎƻŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ 

{ƛŜǊǊŀ wƻǎŜΣ ǿŀǎ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎΦ !ōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ Wǳƭȅ нллфΣ ǘhe video 

debuted on the NING site: Cthulhu A Place for Tentacles.   

The videographer is a guy named Darrick Dishaw, better known as Venger Satanis, self-styled high priest of one of the many post-

modern Cthulhu cults that abound in the occult demimonde. DiǎƘŀǿΩǎ Ŏǳƭǘ ƳƛȄŜǎ [ƻǾŜŎǊŀŦǘƛŀƴ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ-cum-mythos with Satanism and 

Chaos magianism. Since founding his cult in 2004, he has made himself into an Internet presence and MySpace, Facebook, and  



YouTube personality and has self-published a number of books about and for his cult. Indeed, his Cult of Cthulhu Facebook Fan page 

ōƻŀǎǘǎ мпсм Ŧŀƴǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ όCŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нрΣ нлмлύΦ 5ŜŦǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ LƴŦƻ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǎΥ The Cult of Cthulhu, 

join now, before he makes you. 

But although, Dishaw does seem to have a number of Web-based followers, it is unclear how many of his Web-based social 

networking fans are sincere adherents of his cult and how many (such as the mass of Facebook fans) think they are merely 

participating in a hip inside joke and spoof, like Rose seemed to think she was in her participation in the green-slime video project.   

aŀƴȅ ƻŦ 5ƛǎƘŀǿΩǎ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ-long Internet videos, which frankly are not badly done, do come off as spoofsτsomething that 

commenting viewers occasionally call him out on. Furthermore, like all persons clawing by tooth, nailτand tentacleτfor notoriety, 

5ƛǎƘŀǿ Ƙŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎΦ ! άǎǇƻƛƭŜǊέ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ Cthulhu Cult ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ 

Lovecraft, Ligotti, Phil Hine, aƴŘ !ƴǘƻƴ [ŀ±ŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ 

ƻǿƴ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ώǎƛŎϐ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ !ƴŘ ŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘΥ ά²ƘȅΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀǎ tƘƛƭ IƛƴŜΣ tŜǘŜǊ /ŀǊǊƻƭƭΣ !nton 

LaVey, Don Webb, Michelle Belanger, Konstantinos, S. Jason Black, Christopher Hyatt, Kenneth Grant, Michael Bertiaux, Stephen 

Flowers, etc., anyone needs this book is beyond me. . . . those who have read little on dark side occultism might be impressed. 

Knowledgeable occultists wƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎΦέ ό{ŜŜ  hhtt ttpp::// // wwwwww..lluulluu..ccoomm// ccoonntt eenntt // 660066558822  to read this 

and other reviews and a synopsis of the book.) 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƛǎƘŀǿΩǎ ǇǊƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ Ŏǳǘ-and-pastes from Wikipedia and other 

sources. See this scathing blog entry by Dan Harms, author of the Cthulhu Mythos Encyclopedia and coauthor of the Necromonicon 

Files: hhtt tt pp::// // ddaannhhaarrmmss..wwoorrddpprreessss..ccoomm// ddaarrrr iicckk--ddiisshhaawwss--ccuull tt --ooff--cctt hhuullhhuu--bbiibbllee--aanndd--wwiikkiippeeddiiaa--tthhee--ssiimmii llaarr ii tt iieess//   To prove his point, 

Harms displays passages from Cthulhu Cult and Wikipedia entries side by side. The comments following the blog entry, which 

include kudos to Harms from Venus Satanas, are well-worth reading.   

Another well-written Web article that explains Cthulhu mythos and popular culture, How Cthulhu Works by Jonathan Strickland  
at hhtt tt pp::// // eenntt eerr tt aaiinnmmeenntt ..hhoowwssttuuff ffwwoorrkkss..ccoomm// cctt hhuullhhuu33..hhtt mm, also takes a jab at Dishaw, mentioning what has already been 
discussedτdisjointed concepts and plagiarism.  
 
But back to our tale Φ Φ Φ Φ Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ wƻǎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎƘŀǿ ƳŀŘŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

even more perturbed when she learned that Dishaw, who she entered into a romantic liaison with, was the leader of a Satanic 



Cthulhu cult and that the video was not made for entertainment purposes but that itτat least as far as Dishaw was concernedτ

documented ritual.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǊΩǎ ǎpat related to their break-up, the misunderstanding about this quasi-infamous video (that actually is not that easy to 

find through Web searches) has escalated into a peculiar tit-for-ǘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΦ  Lƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ wƻǎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǉƻǎǘ 

the Web address for the video here. She has been insisting to an unrelenting Dishaw that he take it out of circulation. You can, 

however, view the YouTube repartee between Rose and Dishaw at 

hhtt ttpp::// // wwwwww..yyoouuttuubbee..ccoomm// wwaatt cchh??vv==ssUUDDnnllkkllBBccllAA&&ffeeaatt uurree==rreellaatt eedd (Re: Anointed by the Old Ones) and its rebuttal 

hhtt ttpp::// // wwwwww..yyoouuttuubbee..ccoomm// wwaatt cchh??vv==PP44rrggIIBBFFDD66wwkk  (green slime stripper upset with Satanis!!!) 

Our Saint Natas approached Rose to get a story out of her. The following is their conversation. 

           τSoror  ZSD23 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Natas: Letõs start with how you first came into contact with Venger Satanis and the Cthulhu Cult. 

Sierra Rose: His real name is Darrick. I contacted him through an ad on Criagõs List for some modeling and acting work. It was a few months before I knew about the 

cult. I let him know that I was pregnant. Because of that, he wanted me to act out a scene in a favorite movie, and he wanted some nude pics, too. Sadly, I did the pics. So, 

he can use them for whatever he wants. 

Saint Natas: There was a contract between the two of you? 

Sierra Rose: Yes, the basic modeling contract, so he has the rights to the pictures. 



Saint Natas: What about the movie he wanted you to act in? 

Sierra Rose: He said he had an old sci-fi movie that he loved. It had a pregnant woman in it. He said I would be perfect for the part  the ògreen slimeó part. I never saw 

the movie, so I just said okay. 

Saint Natas: The movie seemed to present you as a member of the cult and as actually anointing your unborn baby. 

Sierra Rose: Yes. I found this out later when he sent me a Web link of it. 

Saint Natas: Your reaction? 

Sierra Rose: I didnõt understand what had happened during that filming. I did not know anything about the cult until later. He originally told me that his group was more 

like a fan club for that Lovecraft character--Cthulhu. Then, one night while at his house, I found a book he wrote [Cthulhu Cult by Venger Satanis]. I asked him about it. He 

told me the same thing that he had before. He said he and a group of friends started a club a while back and that the book explained the club rules and stuff. I still didnõt 

know it was a cult. Like, I didnõt get the concept until I looked more at his site link on Facebook. 

Saint Natas: What happened when you found out it was an actual cult? 

Sierra Rose: I freaked out. Darrick and I hadnõt talked in awhile, and then he messaged me through Facebook, asking about my new boyfriend and my daughter. I told him 

that it was none of his business. He told me it was all of his business because my daughter was Chutlhu. He asked if she was growing tentacles and such. 

Saint Natas: After meeting him, you got into a relationship. How did that go?   

Sierra Rose: The whole thing is funny actually. After the photo shoot, we were supposed to get together, but his then-girlfriend found the pics and called me. So he and I 

stopped talking for a while. Then, he contacted me and asked if I wanted to hang out because he was single and lonely. I said, òSure.ó We saw each other for a little while 

and, you know, went to a movie, had dinner, and sex a couple of times. Then, he just got very possessive. I didnõt want any of that, so I cut it off. 

Saint Natas: Having found out about the cult, you asked him to remove the video that you were in from the Web. Tell me that story. 

Sierra Rose: I asked him to take the video down after I had an email conversation w ith him in which I explained that I had to take a break about seeing him because I was 

about to go through a custody battle about my daughter. I told him that it wouldnõt be good having someone around my child who might make me look bad and what not. He 

replied saying that if I ever needed a favor I should ask him. So, I asked him to take the video down.  



Saint Natas: How did he react? 

Sierra Rose: He told me, òNo.ó Thatõs when stuff got ugly. Lots of my friends have flagged it, but no luck. 

Saint Natas: Why wouldnõt he take it down?   

Sierra Rose: Because of his cult people. Iõm not sure why. So I made a video to try to clear up iffy things. 

Saint Natas: Then what happened? 

Sierra Rose: He got really nasty. The weirdest thing is that he started texting me last week saying things like, òWhatõs up? Canõt wait to see you again. Everyone on 

YouTube is waiting for us to hook up againó and òWow, my fans are gonnaõ be real disappointed were not going to make another videoó and òBabe, we can fuck and after you 

can drive me to the asylumó and òtext me when your horny" and  òha hah luv when youõre mad.ó 

Saint Natas: When you realized the anointing scene in the video was òreal,ó a far as he was concerned, how did he explain it to you? 

Sierra Rose: He said that my daughter is a part of the cult now, because she was anointed and what not.  

Saint Natas: Has he made any threats? Do you believe that he is as real threat?  

Sierra Rose: He sort of implied a few times that I should not make his cultists mad. That I shouldnõt mess with them. 

Saint Natas: Do actual cult members hang out w ith him or is his group mostly Internet-based? 

Sierra Rose: I met a few of his friends. Iõm not sure if they were his cult buddies or not. I think the group is mostly an Internet thing. He didnõt seem to involve the cult in real 

life, just the Internet. 

Saint Natas: Is there anymore to the story that you want to tell? 

Sierra Rose: Just to expose his stupid lies is enough for me. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTEN TO THE MADMAN RAVE  

 
Crack a skull and worms crawl out 
Chant a spell, then demons shout 

Raise the rotting from their graves 
Listen to the madman rave! 

 
Build a monster with used flesh 
Drill steel crews into his neck 
Crank the juice and let it flow 

Then watch your evil creature glow! 
 

Drink fresh blood with all your love 
Rip the feathers from a dove 

Take a witch to lunch today 
Hug a babyõs breath away! 

by Adam Gorightly 

 

 



 

 

 

Spiritual Banishing Worldwide  

by Denny Sargent  

An excerpt from the book CLEAN SWEEP 

http://www.psychicsophia.com/cleansweep.html  

 
piritual banishing may be the first and foremost ritual activity created by mankind. In the ancient world, and even today if one looks below the surface a bit, all 

òluckó is seen as divine blessing and òbad luckó is seen as a spiritual pall. Note how people say òGod hates me!ó or òthe universe is not with me todayó when things 

are going badly. People often refer to themselves as òcursedó or òhexedó when a number of inexplicable bad things happen to them. In fact, most people, if you 

really talk to them, strongly believe in a spiritual basis for much of what happens in their lives, but they often do not feel that they can control such a lofty 

energetic reality.  

 

In fact, all banishing is spiritual or energetic. Simply believing that things have shifted, that ònegative energyó or òbad luckó has been swept away changes a personõs whole 

life. We use phrases like òa black cloud has liftedó when we speak of this removal of bad luck, vibes or energy. Our problem as a modern society is that, except for a few 

very religious people, we have consigned the idea of spiritual banishing to that of folklore or superstition. In doing so, we have removed our power over our spiritual health 

and well being in many ways, assuming that we do not have any sort of control over those òblack cloudsó that shadow our lives at times. In fact, many cultures around the 

world did and still do offer techniques, rituals and practices for taking control in this arena and spiritually sweeping those bad vibes, blues and negative energies away! I 

have seen such things first hand and experienced them as well, the work! 

 
 

 

Banishing, to reiterate, means, in a spiritual sense, the elimination of unwanted thoughts, energies, spirits, spiritual pollution or bad luck. The idea is to clear the air (maybe 

literally!), clear the ground, and clear the launching pad! This can be simple to do, as it is in Japan, where before a person enters a Shinto shrine he or she washes the 

hands and rinses the mouth from a fountain provided for this before going through the Torii or gate that marks the beginning of the sacred space. The act of banishing can 

also be far more complex. Some Native American rites demand days of fasting and purification in sweat lodges. 

 

The type of need or situation helps to determine what kind of banishing is to be used. A Zulu clan initiation, for example, marking a childõs coming of age, will probably 

involve a complex and intense banishing. And purification. A prayer for good business at a Hindu Shiva shrine, however, w ill probably involve a simple and easy banishing. 

S 



When thinking on spiritual banishing, we need to meditate before hand on òhow deepó we are going to go. If this involves a significant life-change, something radical and 

powerful a very intense and thorough banishing should be designed and strictly followed through with. If, on the other hand, the situation is less intense, say, a simple 

healing, then that banishing need not be so intense. Each situation, indeed, requires a different degree of cleanliness and concentration. 

 

When we discuss ritual banishing, a set of actions that will spiritually òpurifyó the place, person or persons involved, we should understand that the real and important 

activity going on is a clearing of the inner self on all levels. With all this in mind, letõs take a quick look at some ways spiritual or ritual banishing is done in other 

countries: 

 

Let me once again use the handy concept of the 5 elements w ithin which to present a variety of methods and modes of spiritual banishings used by Shamans, magicians 

and priests of all faiths and religions.  
 

 

 

 

 

Air;  
Many forms of smoke and incense have been used throughout the ages, both to banish an area of malignant energies or beings and as offerings to the Gods or Spirits. It is 

hard to think of a single church, temple or sacred shrine that does not have a form of incense burning in it. Many Native Americans, especially those from the Plains, use 

w ild sage wrapped into smudge-sticks to drive away evil. The òPeace pipeó used by Native Americans is well known as part of folklore, but the purifying and ritual 

importance of this ceremony is rarely examined. In this rite the pipe is extended to the four quarters of the World and thus the participants and area are made clean as 

well as offerings given to the Great Spirit.  

 

The Mayans used herbs and copal when clearing a temple of negative beings. Tibetans use a special mixture of herbs and resins as well as pine boughs to banish demons 

and wandering ghosts, as well as for offerings. The Catholic and various Orthodox churches use their own sacred blends of resins, frankincense and myrrh being two of 

the most famous. Those religions that seem to retain the òSpiritó in their traditions all seem to use incense or smoke. 

 

And there are still more ways to banish using the element of air; Some traditions use fans. In Shinto a wand of paper streamers and rice straw is waved above the space 

or people to be banished, Tibetans use prayer flags and bells while in other Asian faiths, Taoism for example, a sacred fan with Spiritual symbols on it is waved about to 

purify an area. Various forms of breathing, exhaling, rhythmic or, òdragon poweró breathing are also used.  Think of Yoga òprana yama.ó 

 

The Kwakiutl or Bella Bella Native Americans of the Northwest use ceremonial whistles to banish unwanted spirits and other whistles to call the Spirit desired, be it the 

Cannibal Raven or Wild Woman of the Woods Dzonqua. Each whistle is keyed to each function; each tone or note summons or banishes certain things. The possibilities of 



tonal banishing are limitless, as some modern musical Shamans are well aware. The Hopi and other tribes use a variety of substances to banish and purify that are all air 

born. Corn pollen is very important and sacred in that it is literally the life-essence of that which keeps the tribes alive. Plains and Central Native Americans use Eagle 

down and a number of other feathers and feather products in a variety of ways to purify. The Sacred Bird which brings blessings and removes uncleanness, problems or 

evil, is an amazingly prolific myth around the world and is thus ritually utilized in many cultures in the form of bird fetishes (feathers, down, talons) or imagery. 

 

Many cultures use w ind-swept places such as mesas, cliffs and mountaintops as Sacred Spaces. The wind is the instrument of purification and is often recognized and 

invoked as such. Many cultures throw various powders to ritually swirl and purify people and places. In India during the Holi festival, colored sandalwood powders are 

constantly being tossed and blown about, mixed w ith the sacred mantras and shouts. In many different cultures the final purification of a person who has died, the final 

release of that person from this world, is in the form of ashes scattered into the w ind. Indira Ghandi found her final release as her ashes were tossed into the w inds out of 

a helicopter over Mount Everest.  
 

Then there are the pole divers of the Vaanatu tribe in central Africa who use a unique and very effective method of ritually purifying w ith air. They climb very tall 

structures and, after looping a very resilient vine about their ankles, leap. They plummet headfirst until the vine brings them up only a few feet short of the ground and they 

bounce up and down until they settle. What a rush that must be! A truly cleansing experience and one that is now available to all. Bunjy jumping is now a popular sport 

where people leap off of bridges using modern rubber and plastic ropes instead of vines.   

 

Or maybe something tamer but also exhilarating is more up your alley. Swings have been used ritually for purification for thousands of years. In Indian mythology Krishna 

and Radha are often pictured on a swing and all over India there are festivals and rites dedicated to these two that use swings. In Bangkok, Thailand, up until 30 or so 

years ago, there was a huge swing-festival of purification dedicated to Shiva. This must have come out of India centuries ago, thus attesting to its ancient origins. Swings 

have often been used in the West as well. Sometimes known as òWitches Cradles,ó certain swings are kinds of early sensory deprivation tools. In many Shamanic traditions, 

before initiation or illumination, the Shaman-to-be must be hung from a tree, or dangle from poles on a Sacred Lodge (as in the Sun Wheel ceremony of the Plains Indians) 

or hang from a tree upside down as in the Odinic mysteries of the Norse. All of these methods of personal purification and banishing use the imagery of air and w ind to 

open the psyche, òblow awayó the debris and unwanted ideas and conditioning. Thus the mind and soul are left as clean as a wind-blown cliff.  

  

Australian Tribal people use bullroarers to purify an area, call spirits and communicate w ith each other. The bullroarer is a magickal piece of wood (usually) tied onto a 

string. This is whirled overhead, creating a sacred space of w ind and sound that truly sounds like the voice of elementals. Many Pagan peoples wave sacred tree branches 

to purify an area or people. This ancient rite, combined with heat and water, is today in Scandinavia called a Sauna, amongst Native Americans it is known as a sweat lodge. 

The tree spirits and the w ind that speaks through their sw inging boughs affect the initial cleansing. Inuit peoples (called Eskimos by many) toss people in a blanket as high 
as they can to cast off the bad and bring in the good. This is also a very ancient ritual that has probably left us the trampoline today! 

  

There are many other examples of air-oriented banishing I can discuss, but Iõll leave this to the reader. Any and all of these methods are usable NOW with a little 

Imagination. 



 

Fire!  
In India, amidst the loud chanting and throbbing music of a festival, dozens of people sway back and forth in ecstatic trance as the flames die down, suddenly they walk 

forward across the burning coals, some dance and others pick coals up and put them on their tongues. Their flesh is not burned and there is no pain.  

  

In Japan, near New Years Day, a group of Buddhist monks in white robes chant the Lotus Sutra and bang gongs repeatedly, suddenly several of them pick up burning sticks 

and begin to rub them all over their bodies, some of them place these brands in the their mouths. There is no pain; there are no wounds.  

  

Rites similar to these occur all over the world; currently fire walking has become popular even in Western countries. Many who go to these seminars may not be conscious 

of the ancient ritualistic purposes of this rite but, in short, it is spiritual banishing.  

  

Fire, the source of light, the origin in a million ways of civilization, is maybe the most powerful and potent purifying force. Even in cultures that do not have fire-walking 

rites use fire as a direct source of banishing and purification. In countries of Celtic and Scandinavian traditions the òNeed-firesó or great sacred bonfires are kindled on 

mountaintops at the sacred festivals. Often people leap over the fires at the peak of ritual excitement. This scary and potent leap purifies the spirit and banishes all bad 

luck. In cultures where cremation is the norm, fire has a whole new meaning and significance. It frees the spirit or soul, it removes dross and reduces matter to its 

essentials. In fact, burning a thing leaves nothing but the salts and carbon associated w ith Earth, a potent mystical idea in and of itself.  

  

In alchemy the sacred fire used in the Work was called the Alkahest, this was not just seen as the tool for chemical and industrial development that it later became. It was 

also the spiritual Will, the passion and power of the human and divine essence that transmutation made possible. And so it is still seen in many cultures and rituals and fire 

always activates deep and powerful awe within us. The ancient Hebrews called this primordial universal fire òQadoshó and the Vikings called it Muspelheim. Fire is, in fact, 
what protected us from òthe Great Beastó always lurking outside the circle of light at night, whether it was the wolf, saber-tooth tiger, bear or lion. Volcanoes, those 

meetings of fire and earth, are always sacred; people climb them, bathe in their fumes and sacrifice to them. 

One common form of purification w itnessed in thousands of places is the symbolic burning of prayers, sins and desires in the sacred fire. In Japan a paper doll is rubbed 

over the body to absorb evil and then it is burnt w ith prayers. In Tibet branches and butter images are burnt as offerings and to banish evil. In many cultures the New Year 

is marked by thorough cleaning and elimination of old things, amulets, charms and other things in a sacred fire.  

  

Fire is often considered the essence of all things, as Hereclitus said; òAll is fire.ó Many philosophers agree and, if we consider fire the outward symbol of all energy, so do 

modern scientists. Kundulini, as Shakti or power when activated, is said to bathe the aspirant in the purifying fire of consciousness. Simply visualizing the aura a light 

causes the temperature to rise and the blood to flow quicker.  

  

Candles, fires, lamps and torches have always been an important part of almost every Spiritual ritual. Mystics and others peer into the fire to see the future or to 

commune with spirits and gods. Chinese create noise and flame to drive off evil spirits and banish misfortune w ith firecrackers and rockets! These were/are magickal 



tools. Birthday candles point to another ancient form of banishing evil, this has come to us today as an extinguishing of òold ageó but it once was potent banishing and 

wishing.  

  

Since E=Mc2, energy and matter can never be destroyed; only transformed from one into the other. Thus the flame is extinguished and really is transformed . . . so it is 

ògoneó from this perception and takes our w ish/prayer/sin w ith it. 

  

Candles, lamps and fires are lit in many rituals for an even simpler reason, the sacred light, just by its ex istence, banishes the dark, the realm of shadows. Nothing does 

this better than the sun. The sun may be the source of all energy and all purification, but most cultures have indeed seen fire as the òlittle sunó or òthe son of the sun.ó 

  

Burning herbs like sage, bundles of cedar bark, sacred lamps of oil, candles w ith runes carved into them and combustible images all of these and more are traditionally 
used to banish or purify an area or a person Spiritually. 

  

The Vajra wand of Tibet symbolizes lightning which possibly was the origin of all fire millennium ago, the fire from heaven. Any sudden burst of neuro-energy is referred to 

as òlighteningó in many traditions. The simple banishing in Tantrika striking the palm of the left hand, often accompanied by the power-mantra PHAT!, is called òthe lightning 

boltó and is very effective. Fire is motion, action, dance; the leap of the flames finds echoes in many sacred dances, which purify, charge, and banish the mundane. 

  

Often the simple presence of fire is enough to cleanse or banish an area for ritual work; the imagination is aflame with possibilities! 

 

And what of Water ? 
Almost all religious and spiritual traditions use water in one way or another as a purifying medium. As Tibetan monks prepare for a puja (ritual of devotion) to Tara or 

Mahakala, they pour water from a silver vessel, suck it into their mouths and, after swishing it around, spit it out, often w ith mantra.  

  

In Japan every Shinto shrine has a water trough with sacred emblems on and over it. Before entering the shrine one must take a dipper of the water and wash the fingers 

of both hands and, as in Tibet, also clean out the mouth before proceeding.   

  

As deep meditation and chanting continue in an ashram in India, the Guru walks about the people and, using a beautiful peacock feather fan-wand, performs òshaktipató and 

sprinkles/purifies the people. Om Namah Shivaya!  

  

A Greek Orthodox priest, chanting sacred prayers takes an aspergillum from the altar and sprinkles holy water over the sacred area and altar before the ritual proper 

commences.  A simple sprinkling of water, or a light washing of hands and mouth; these ritual cleansings are often practical and brief substitutions for the most common 

method of banishing w ith liquid; ritual submersion in water.  

  



The Zen monk sits under the icy waterfall for two days, washing away attachment.  

  

A thousand miles away hundreds of people are chanting to Shiva and immersing themselves in the Ganges River whose blessing, they believe can wash away sin and 

attachment.  

  

A black Baptist preacher submerges the girl in a river, baptizing her, cleansing her of sin and bringing her into the faith.  

  

A Cherokee Indian, 3 days into his fast, stands in a stream washing away the veil between himself and his vision.  

  

In New Zealand the Maori tribesmen have just finished the three days of funeral vigil for a member who has recently died. Several of them go to the deceased manõs home 
and sprinkle every corner w ith water while chanting in Maori. In this way the contamination of death is dispelled. 

  

The Orthodox Jew sprinkles sacred herbs into a bath of hot water while chanting a Hebrew prayer. He will bath in this before doing his ritual while a tantrik magician half a 

world away is doing almost the same thing, except the herb he is using is Tulsi and the chant is òAim.ó  

  

As the shaman, priest or magician of each culture bathes, whether it is in a sacred African river or in a candle-lit bathtub, the process of banishing by bathing is similar. 

The medium is seen not just as water but as sacred water. This is accomplished by either it already having been accepted as sacred (i.e.; the Ganges) or being made 

sacred w ith herbs, oils, salts, minerals, a sacred object, mantras, prayers and so on. Other practices such as gestures (mudra) may also be used. Emerging from the bath, 

clean clothes are often put on and the bather is renewed, clean and free of negative energy. 

  

Why is this bathing ritual so prevalent? We can see it in Africa, Asia, Europe, North and South America; in short, wherever water is plentiful enough to use for such a 

purpose! Possibly it is because we are created in the water of the womb. Genetic memory, via the ever-handy group unconscious mind, tells us that we came from the 

primal ocean. We are, of course, over 75% water ourselves and the constant need to replenish that personal supply is a key factor in human life. In almost all creation and 

destruction myths, water plays an important part. 

  

Water from the sky has always been seen as sacred, not to mention important for raising the crops that kept the people alive. Rain was seen in many ways, as the sacred 

sexual fluid coming from the mating sky-Father and Earth Mother (or visa versa in the case of Egyptian mythology) and rainstorms always heralded a change in weather, 

attitude, tension and emotions. 
  

There are many other liquids that are used for banishing or purification besides water. 

  



Blood, both menstrual and otherwise have been used for thousands of years to bless, purify and charge an area for ritual work. In Santeria ceremonies a chicken or other 

animal is sacrificed and the blood sprinkled over an area or person to remove negative energies. In Bali almost the same rite is done for similar reasons and blood spilled 

during numerous rites of passage, from African medicine huts to North American medicine circles, is thought to cleanse the body, soul and spirit while preparing the 

initiate for the transformation of initiatory experience. One has but to go no further than the local Catholic Church to see a Spiritual ceremony where the Blood of God is 

manifested and given to others.  

 Blood is the life, as many sacred texts say. Blood contains the DNA and projects monumental amounts of orgone instantly. We are a part of the Earth (Gaia) and patterned 

after her in form. Many myths say that the rivers and oceans of the Earth are Gaiaõs blood and thus all sacred water, being Gaiaõs blood, connects deeply with the constant 

use of blood in rituals all over the world.   

 

This author does not advocate animal sacrifice or self-mutilation, though those practices have been and are still being practiced today as modes of banishing by very 
powerful ritualists. It is merely a deep and constant theme that runs through ritual history again and again and thus we must take it into account.  

 

Other liquids that have been used for banishing and purification are sperm, vegetative saps and juices, various oils, saliva and even urine! In Kenya the Masai bathe 

newborn children in cow urine ritually. Though this seems vile to many, it actually has a highly antiseptic quality and is quite beneficial.  

  

Oils combine the qualities of air in their scents and water in their form. They are used by many different sects and traditions, each wearing his or her oil is best. These oils 

often served the dual purpose of ritually purifying the area or the person as well as being practical. Many kept the ritualist warm or òbanishedó insects away. Sap is the 

essence or spirit of the pine tree and rose oil is indeed the essence of the rose. Thus we identify w ith and, in a sense, become these other living beings in order to remove 

ourselves momentarily from the mundane sphere and become clean and purified of its entanglements. The animal or plant òspirits,ó (and notice the word òspiritsó!) are 

conjured by the sacred menstruum of their essence, and thus purify us in order that we may live free of negativity. 

  

Returning to the concept of òspirits,ó wine, beer and liquor are also seen as the blood of the grain or grape (òJohn Barleycornó or òBacchus,ó respectively), with a Spiritual 

transformative element added; fermentation!  Needless to say these liquids have been used for centuries to banish melancholy, inspire the Muse, wash the blues away and 

drown troubles! Banishing by the Water Element in one of its most pervasive forms!   

 

Earth  
Sacred places are Earth-oriented in nature; sacred springs, grottos, woods, mountains, caves etc. Thus it is not surprising that ritual practices connected w ith the Earth 

and things symbolizing the awesome powers of the Earth are commonly used in banishing and purification. 

  

To begin w ith, certain places imbued with Earth-power have been visited since the dawn of time by people looking for purification, healing or blessings. Mount Kailash in 

India, The Kuala Lampur Caves, Mount Arat in the Middle East, The Grand Canyon and Mount Fuji in Japan; all of these and many other sacred Earth òpowerspotsó are even 

today inundated w ith people looking to spiritually banish or purify aspects of their lives.  



  

Here we have the origin of the pilgrimage. Yet this ceremony need not lead one to the actual place, often a symbol w ill do. In Japan there is a ceremony every year near 

Tokyo where the participants walk down an isle of piles of sand, thus they symbolically make the difficult pilgrimage to dozens of sacred Temples w ithout going very far. 

Simply having a representation of Mt. Meru in the form of the Shri Yantra (visualized or made in the form of a 3D Yantra) invokes the purifying force of this sacred 

mountain. In certain forms of Taoist meditation the seated self is visualized as the Mountain and, when the identification is intense enough, this banishes unwanted thoughts 

and creates stillness. For a key to this Yoga read the I CHING hexagram òMountain over Mountain.ó   

  

Mountains can rarely be moved, but stones can and people have been moving and using them ritually since man began using rituals. Circles like Stonehenge, the Sacred 

Wheel in America, the sacred stones in Machu Picchu, Peru, or the stones in Palanque, Mexico, are a few examples. Smaller sacred henges, lings, menhirs, altars etc. have 

been made and are even today being made by shamans, magicians and priests all over the world. Then there are the more personal uses of stones. In Tibet or Nepal if you 
climb the sacred hills and mountains you w ill find piles of stones w ith prayer flags fluttering from them here and there. One traditionally takes a stone and places it on the 

pile as one passes. Thus you symbolically òleave behindó a part of yourself, maybe something you donõt need to òcarry,ó and also leave an offering to the spirits. The stuff of 

Mother Earth is sacred to most peoples, it is the flesh and bones of the Great Spirit. 

  

Hopi use blessed colored sand to demarcate the sacred area and purify it. Then the artistic miracle of the sand painting occurs. Often people who are sick or in need of 

cleansing are placed on the sand painting. The òmud peopleó of Papua New Guinea plaster colored earth on their faces and in their hair as a banishing of negative energy 

before ritual action. In Tibet huge and complex mandalas are created w ith colored sand as part of a long and intense ritual that is to purify and bless all the people in the 

area. Then other òfleshó of earth, plants and minerals, are rolled and charged as sacred òprecariousó pills, to banish evil, remove negative Karma and even heal physical 

complaints. The Hopi and Navaho use corn meal in similar ways, blue, white, yellow and red forms are all natural and all used.  

  

In the Middle East and parts of India a person who is suffering under great grief or under the weight of a great sin often touches the earth, sometimes w ith his or her head 

and may cast dirt over his or her head and body. In India and ancient European cultures people often cover themselves with òsack cloth and ashes,ó or just ashes. Covering 

the self w ith ashes is actually common to many cultures, Shaivite aesthetics and others in India banish unwanted ideas and egoic attachments by becoming identified w ith 

cremated people, that is, by rubbing them all over the body, attachments to life are symbolically removed. By scattering sacred earth over oneself or a given area 

problems and guilt are òearthedó and thus removed. Such a primal and unconscious act!  

  

Within the earth have always been found special Earth symbols that have been used throughout time to banish and manipulate energies. In Neolithic pit burials, along w ith 

ocher and bones have been found òspecialó stones, especially precious and semiprecious stones. In this time of crystal-mania the real and fascinating shamanic history of 
the sacred uses of crystals and other òpoweró stones is often overlooked or misrepresented. Needless to say, they are some of mans earliest sacred objects and were 

(and are) used in many cultures to ceremonially banish and purify people and areas. 

 



Double-terminated crystals have been found in burials and in sacred places from Scandinavia to Peru, In Nepal and the surrounding area the òVajraó or thunderbolt wand 

was originally patterned on the double-terminated crystal. The same is true in ancient Norse Shamanism. The òwish fulfilling gemó of ancient Indian Tantrik mythology can 

not only banish all evil, but also grant all w ishes. Stones found with natural holes in them have been considered sacred and purifying in many cultures such as the Celtic. 

Australian Aboriginal peoples have many sacred inscribed stones that contain such power that for the uninitiated to look upon them is death. Simply bringing these stones 

into a given area makes them sacred.  

  

We could go on but my stone-weary readers get the idea and Iõm sure can think of other examples of Earth banishing rituals. If you spill some salt, donõt forget to toss 

some over your shoulder! (A simple earth-oriented banishing w ith roots in far antiquity.) 

  In Shinto shrines, branches of bamboo are attached to the Torii or gates to purify the shrine and people who enter it.  

 
Kwakiutl Indians in British Columbia always tie rings of fresh cedar bark around their arms and necks before the Winter Ceremonial.  

 

The Yule tree, a traditional Earth blessing stolen by the Christians from Pagan Norse religion, is a prime example of tree-worship and bringing the Earth Spirit into the 

dwelling to bless, banish and empower it. Then the Yule log is burned a symbol of removing the clutter of the old year and cleansing the tribe for a new start at the New 

Year.  

  

In China certain òsinging stonesó are powerful Spirit tools that produce banishing sound and energy when struck, sometimes sheets of inscribed jade are used in this way.  

  

Many forms of Earth-power are used for cleansing and creating Spirit spaces. Chalk is often used as is sand, pollen, rice, flour and many other substances. In Haiti veves 

or sacred diagrams are traced in the dirt floor of the Temple to banish the area and prepare it for the visit of the Loa or presiding spirit. 

  

Of course one could go endlessly on, chatting about carvings, stone animal temple guardians, rune stones cast or thrown, rune staves driven into certain places etc. 

Needless to say the possibilities are limited only by the imagination and the materials of the Earth that are produced and offered by Nature. 

 

Spirit  
The realm of the spirits, the Astral Plane, Nirvana, Prakriti, Heaven, òthe beyond-place,ó Celestial Sphere, Quantum Universe, in-between, Spiritual Sphere, Ain Soph, Tao, KI,  

electro-magnetic spectrum, Inner mind or òspirit world;ó whatever one wishes to see as the menstruum or òsphereó of energetic working, this is the reality of spirit. 

Everyone who does specific spiritual practices to banish is looking to cause effect in the mundane world, but they are using intangibles such as Will, Love and Imagination 

to cause these things to happen.  

  

And why not? The banishing or purification of Spirit is the inner work of all that has been previously discussed. The òGreater Mindó must concentrate and, on a very deep 

level, transform the outward ritual actions into meaningful Spiritual actions w ith deep reverberating symbolic power. Easier said than done! The Purification of the Spirit is, 



in fact, the Great Work; the focusing on intent, on the aspects that are to be banished, on these things that must be òremovedó from our reality or sphere before other 
serious work can be done.  There are endless ways to do this but, as we have seen from our quick tour of banishing around the world. In essence, the process of spiritually 

banishing anything is simple. 

The key to any spiritual banishing, whether using ritual techniques or practices that manipulate Air, Earth, Fire or Water, is the intent or Will of the person doing the 

banishing. And simply using Will or focused real intent is not enough unless it is backed up w ith Love. Love of self, Love of others Love of the state you w ish to be in and 

Love of the world in which we live.  

 

  



Inside the LC: The Strange but Mostly True Story of Laurel Canyon  

And the Birth of the Hippie Generation  

Part IV -  May 19, 2008  

by Dave McGowan  

 

ntil around 1913, Laurel Canyon remained an undeveloped (and unincorporated) slice of LA ð a pristine w ilderness area rich in native flora and fauna. That all 

began to change when Charles Spencer Mann and his partners began buying up land along what would become Laurel Canyon Boulevard, as well as up Lookout 

Mountain. A narrow road leading up to the crest of Lookout Mountain was carved out, and upon that crest was constructed a lavish 70-room inn w ith sweeping 

views of the city below and the Pacific Ocean beyond. The Lookout Inn featured a large ballroom, riding stables, tennis courts and a golf course, among other 

amenities. But the inn, alas, would only stand for a decade; in 1923, it burned down, as tends to happen rather frequently in Laurel Canyon. 

 In 1913, Mann began operating what was billed as the nationõs first trackless trolley, to ferry tourists and prospective buyers from Sunset Boulevard up to what would 
become the corner of Laurel Canyon Boulevard and Lookout Mountain Avenue. Around that same time, he built a massive tavern/roadhouse on that very same corner. 

Dubbed the Laurel Tavern, the structure boasted a 2,000+ square-foot formal dining room, guest 

rooms, and a bowling alley on the basement level. The Laurel Tavern, of course, would later be 

acquired by Tom Mix, after which it would be affectionately known as the Log Cabin.  

 

Shortly after the Log Cabin was built, a department store mogul (or a wealthy furniture 

manufacturer; there is more than one version of the story, or perhaps the man owned more than 

one business) built an imposing, castle-like mansion across the road at the corner of Laurel Canyon 

Boulevard and what would become Willow Glen Road. The home featured rather creepy towers and 

U 

The bridge of the USS Bon Homme Richard, January 1964. Just 
months later, the guy on the right would guide his ship into the 
Tonkin Gulf, and the young man on the left would begin a 
remarkable transformation into a brooding rock god. The Bon 
Homme Richard, by the way, was launched on April 29, 1944, under 
the sponsorship of Catherine McCain, the grandmother of a certain 
presidential contender. 

 



parapets, and the foundation is said to have been riddled w ith secret passageways, tunnels, and hidden chambers. Similarly, the grounds of the estate were (and still are) 

laced w ith trails leading to grottoes, elaborate stone structures, and hidden caves and tunnels. 

 

 Across Laurel Canyon Boulevard, the grounds of the Laurel Tavern/Log Cabin were also laced w ith odd caves and tunnels. As Michael Walker notes in Laurel Canyon, 

òRunning up the hillside, behind the house, was a collection of man-made caves built out of stucco, with electric wiring and light bulbs inside.ó According to various 

accounts, one secret tunnel running under what is now Laurel Canyon Boulevard connected the Log Cabin (or its guesthouse) to the Houdini estate. This claim is frequently 

denounced as an urban legend, but given that both properties are known to possess unusual, uhmm, geological features, itõs not hard to believe that the tunnel system on 

one property was connected at one time to the tunnel system on the other. The Tavern itself, as Gail Zappa would later describe it, was òhuge and vault-like and 

cavernous.ó 

 
With these two rather unusual structures anchoring an otherwise undeveloped canyon, and the Lookout Inn sitting atop uninhabited Lookout Mountain, Mann set about 

marketing the canyon as a vacation and leisure destination. The land that he carved up into subdivisions with names like òBungalow Landó and òWonderland Parkó was 

presented as the ideal location to build vacation homes. But the new inn and roadhouse, and the new parcels of land for sale, definitely werenõt for everyone. The 

roadhouse was essentially a country club, or what Jack Boulware of Mojo Magazine described as òa masculine retreat for wealthy men.ó And Bungalow Land was openly 

advertised as òa high class restricted park for desirable people only.ó 

 

òDesirable people,ó of course, tended to be wealthy people without a great deal of skin pigmentation. 

As the website of the current Laurel Canyon Association notes, òrestrictive covenants were attached to the new parcel deeds. These were thinly veiled attempts to limit 

ownership to white males of a certain class. Although there are many references to the bigotry of the developers in our area, it would appear that some residents were 

also prone to bias and lawlessness. This article was published in a local paper in 1925: 

 

Frank Sanceri, the man who was flogged by self-ǎǘȅƭŜŘ ΨǿƘƛǘŜ ƪƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ ƻƴ 
Lookout Mountain in Hollywood several months ago, was found not 
Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ōȅ ŀ ƧǳǊȅ ƛƴ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ WǳŘƎŜ {ƘŜŀΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǳƴƭŀǿŦǳƭƭȅ 
attacked Astrea Jolley, aged 11. 
 
 ά²ŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ŀǳǊŜƭ /ŀƴȅƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
creation of the Hollywood film industry in 1910, the canyon attracted a 
host ƻŦ ΨǇƘƻǘƻǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣΩ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƭȅ wŜƛŘΣ ¢ƻƳ aƛȄΣ /ƭŀǊŀ .ƻǿΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
5ƛȄΣ bƻǊƳŀƴ YŜǊǊȅΣ wŀƳƻƴ bŀǾŀǊǊƻΣ IŀǊǊȅ IƻǳŘƛƴƛ ŀƴŘ .ŜǎǎƛŜ [ƻǾŜΦέ 
 
The author of this little slice of Laurel Canyon history would clearly like us to believe that the 



òwealthier residentsó were a group quite 

separate from the violent hooligans roaming the 

canyon. The history of such groups in Los 

Angeles, however, clearly suggests otherwise. Paul 

Young, for example, has written in L.A. Exposed of 

Los Angelesõ early òvigilance committees, 

which stepped in to take care of outlaws on their 

own, often w ith the complete absolution of 

the mayor himself. Judge Lynch, for example, 

formed the Los Angeles Rangers in 1854 with 
some of the cityõs top judges, lawyers, and 

businessmen including tycoon Phineas Banning 

of the Banning Railroad. And there was the Los 

Angeles Home Guard, another bloodthirsty  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

paramilitary organization, made up of notable citizens, and the much-feared El Monte Rangers, a group of Texas wranglers that specialized in killing Mexicans. As one would 




